DAY

Also known as March 14", Pi Day is when mathematicians and math lovers around the world
celebrate pi, often approximated to 3.14, which is the ratio of a circle’s circumference to its
diameter.

The circle is often the first shape many learn in childhood, and can be observed in nature
in pinecones, apples, oranges, the cornea in our eyes...the circle is everywhere!
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The first calculation of pi was done by Archimedes of Syracuse (287-212), an ancient Greek
mathematician and astronomer. He calculated the area of a circle with the use of the
Pythagorean Theorem.

Pi has been used by different cultures throughout history. The ancient Babylonians and
Egyptians used approximations for pi when calculating the area of a circle. Zu Chongzhi (429—
501), a Chinese mathematician, created his own ratio that approximated pi in much the same
way Archimedes did. Georges-Louis Leclerc (1707-1788), a French mathematician, showed
that Pi could be calculated with probability.

But why is Pi so important?

Since its discovery, pi has been used every day. Engineering, construction, GPS, simulation,
radio, TV, telephones, power generation, motors...all of this is possible thanks to the magic of
pi! Some historians even debate whether pi was used when the ancient Pyramids of Giza were
constructed because the structures are nearly perfect geometrically.
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